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Jesus, the Eternal God

Today's inspiration comes from:
| Could Be Wrong, But | Doubt It
by Phil Robertson

When the apostle John wrote his gospel about the life of Jesus, he began his
biography by making the boldest of claims.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. — John 1:1-2

There have been a lot of claims about who Jesus is. Some say He was only a
prophet, while others say that He was just a good teacher. Still others claim
that either He was a lunatic or a liar. And there are some who claim that He
never really existed, that he was a mythological character, like Zeus or
Poseidon.

e People are going to have to decide for themselves who Jesus really is,
but the Jesus | want to talk about is the Jesus of the Bible. He’s the only
one | care about.

When | first read the above passage in John 1, | thought to myself, Who is this
Word person? As | continued to read, | found out who the Word is.

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His
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glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. — John 1:14

John identifies Jesus as the Word, the ultimate authority on everything. The
way | see it, if His claims are true, that He was murdered and raised from the
dead, He is the authority.

If His resurrection is an historical fact, no one could seriously argue that He
isn’t worthy of my praise.

Resurrection defies every law of nature we know. Once something is dead, it’s
dead like Rover, dead all over. There is no coming back from that, that is
unless a supreme, almighty, infinite God intervenes and reverses the laws of
science. In Jesus’ case, Satan killed the earthly body of Jesus, but by God’s
power, He was raised from the dead.

Not only does John claim that Jesus is eternal, with no beginning or end, he
also claims that Jesus was the one responsible for creation.

Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has
been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. — John
1:3-4

When most of us think of creation, we imagine some distant God speaking it
all into existence.

However, since Jesus’ appearance in the flesh, we now have a visual image of
our Creator. He is God, but He is also a man of skin and bones. When God
came to live here, He came eating and drinking. He is like us in this way, but
He’s also different in that He is God, and as God, He is the one who made us
and put airin our lungs.



What a preposterous idea that the Creator would become one of us, walk
around on this planet for thirty-three years, die a brutal death, and be raised
from the dead. But that is the story John tells about Him.

e The God who created every atom and molecule in the entire universe
walked on earth as a man.

But if it’s true? It is the greatest story ever told.

The God who created every atom and
molecule in the entire universe
walked on earth as a man.

Jesus, the Word of God, Is the Creator

According to the Bible, all God had to do was say, “Let it be!” (with apologies
to the Beatles) and every bit of creation began to be. That’s it. He spoke and it
began to exist. An accomplishment like that seems like a lot of work to us, but
it wasn’t for God. He just said the word, and it was done. Just like that. Jesus
is that Word of God, the Creator who brought all things into existence.

And what an amazing universe He created for His glory and our enjoyment.

From the trillions upon trillions of celestial bodies that occupy space across
the vast universe to the unseen world of atoms and the cells of living things,
our environment is incredible. In fact, it is so vast and so precisely designed
that the only thing we can say about itis that it is unfathomable.



I’m no scientist, but I’ve been an observer of the cosmos for over seven
decades. I've seen a thing or two, even back when | was a rank and filthy
sinner, that caused me to take pause for a moment and wonder to myself,
How did it all get here?

I’ve discussed these things before, but | was awestruck at a young age by the
annual migration of waterfowl. Even as a young boy traipsing through the
woods and swamps in Northwest Louisiana, my observations led me to ask
simple questions about the origin of the universe. How do ducks know when
it’s time to leave the far north and head south for the winter? How do they
know the way? How do they find the same ancestral water holes year after
year? The same flight patterns? The same migration routes? The same stops
along the way?

And then there is the pesky beaver. In my persistent fight with the Castor
canadensis, the North American beaver, | also marveled at their uncanny
ability to construct intricate dams and huts out of sticks and mud. They will
not, they cannot be deterred. Embedded deeply within their DNA is
something that commands them to stop the flow of water, and they will not
relent until they have accomplished the one task they’ve been designed to
complete. To say they are driven to do what they do is an understatement.
They are equipped to do this, either by the impersonal forces of evolution or
by an all-powerful, all-knowing Creator who implanted this unquenchable
desire in every cell. You decide which one you’re going with. All I know is that
their entire lives are spent working like crazy to impede the flow of water.

As | said, it’s not just that beavers build dams and huts, but that the
knowledge of how to accomplish that task seems to be implanted in their
brain. The beaver comes out of his mother’s womb with that particular skill
setintact. | concluded early on that they are so hard-wired to do what they do
that nothing mankind does will stop them. Trust me! I’ve tried. | hate to admit
failure, but even though | may have won a battle or two, the beaver has so far



won the war.

As much as | despise the destruction they cause, however, | am amazed at
how well they do their job. No training! No schooling! Simply by instinct.
Nothing more! In fact, | don’t think it’s knowledge at all. It’s more like an
uncontrollable impulse, like breathing or the blinking of eyelids, like they
were designed by a superior being specifically to accomplish that one task.

Observing things in the woods is where | began to question why things exist.
Even the most committed skeptic would be forced to admit that waterfowl
migration and dam-building beavers are at least worthy of note. At the very
least, almost everyone who observes the same things | see will say, “Hmm,
that’s interesting.” Right?

As | said, | am obviously no scientist. In my early days, | coached high school
sports and taught a few English classes. In my late twenties, | designed the
duck call that has supported our family for almost fifty years. Sixty days or so
out of every year, | rise early in the morning, take a short jaunt to one of my
blinds, and there | unceremoniously harvest ducks. The rest of the year, I’'m
either plowing the earth and planting the crops that will feed the wildlife | will
harvest or repairing and brushing duck blinds.

I’m really just a simple man living a simple life. There’s not much to me, to tell
the truth. So, if you were to ask me to explain the universe in scientific terms,
| would have to refer you to someone more qualified. This, however, is the
beauty of creation. It so overwhelmingly declares the reality of God that we
don’t have to be astrophysicists or molecular biologists to marvel at creation.
Even a phys-ed teacher and duck call maker can be dazzled by it.

Yes, even the simplest and most unsophisticated people can see what both
the scientists and | see and be dumbfounded by its majesty. Something about
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we can imagine. That inaudible voice tells you and me that something or
Someone is behind it all, and that this creative force is amazing beyond our
comprehension.

Excerpted with permission from / Could Be Wrong, But | Doubt It by Phil Robertson, copyright Phil &
Kay Enterprises, LLC.
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Plenty of people claim to have the answers for a better life. Politicians claim

they can fix our nation. Scientists and technologists trumpet the latest and
greatest discoveries that'll make everything right. Self-help gurus offer one

pathway to peace after another. But it's no secret that our world is

increasingly divided and broken--and we've got the fear, anxiety, and

hopelessness to prove it. Jesus alone can make good on the promise of

lasting peace, real freedom, and life eternal.

With his trademark directness, humor, and insight, Phil will help you:

Experience Jesus as the Creator and all-powerful Sustainer of all
creation;

Reconcile your own brokenness and sinfulness with Jesus’ unending
well healing, forgiveness, and peace;

Develop the eyes to see Jesus for who he really is: the friend who will
always be there for you, no matter what mistakes you've made; and
Look to the Bible to get to know Jesus and better understand His grace

and love for you.

Politics won't save you. Science can't give you the power to sidestep death.

The pleasures and joys of this world are fleeting at best, damaging
counterfeits at worst. But Phil has good news for you: Jesus offers life, joy,

and peace, and he's never more than a prayer away.

Today's devotion is by:
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Starts April 22nd

“If there's one book that has taught me that what | do matters, it's the book of
James.” - Margaret Feinberg

You're invited to the James: What You Do Matters Online Bible Study! Join
us for a FREE Online Bible Study through Margaret Feinberg’s newest Bible
Study "James: What You Do Matters" and uncover the deep riches of one of
the Bible's greatest calls to godly living.

JOIN NOW


https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYWdlcy5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL2phbWVzLW1hcmdhcmV0LWZlaW5iZXJnLW9icy1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vP3NhaWx0aHJ1X3ZhcnNbY2FtcGFpZ25faW50ZXJlc3RdPWphbWVzb2JzJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWphbWVzb2JzZW1haWxiYW5uZXImdXRtX3Rlcm09ZmdvYnMmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWZnZm9vdGVyYmFubmVyX2phbWVzb2JzX25vbnJlZ2lzdHJhbnRzJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWls/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbF27096b89
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYWdlcy5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL2phbWVzLW1hcmdhcmV0LWZlaW5iZXJnLW9icy1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vP3NhaWx0aHJ1X3ZhcnNbY2FtcGFpZ25faW50ZXJlc3RdPWphbWVzb2JzJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWphbWVzb2JzZW1haWxiYW5uZXImdXRtX3Rlcm09ZmdvYnMmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWZnZm9vdGVyYmFubmVyX2phbWVzb2JzX25vbnJlZ2lzdHJhbnRzJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWls/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB27096b89
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYWdlcy5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL2phbWVzLW1hcmdhcmV0LWZlaW5iZXJnLW9icy1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vP3NhaWx0aHJ1X3ZhcnNbY2FtcGFpZ25faW50ZXJlc3RdPWphbWVzb2JzJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWphbWVzb2JzZW1haWxiYW5uZXImdXRtX3Rlcm09ZmdvYnMmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWZnZm9vdGVyYmFubmVyX2phbWVzb2JzX25vbnJlZ2lzdHJhbnRzJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWls/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbC27096b89
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly9wYWdlcy5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL2phbWVzLW1hcmdhcmV0LWZlaW5iZXJnLW9icy1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vP3NhaWx0aHJ1X3ZhcnNbY2FtcGFpZ25faW50ZXJlc3RdPWphbWVzb2JzJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWphbWVzb2JzZW1haWxiYW5uZXImdXRtX3Rlcm09ZmdvYnMmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWZnZm9vdGVyYmFubmVyX2phbWVzb2JzX25vbnJlZ2lzdHJhbnRzJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWls/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbD27096b89

this devotion with someone who needs it today

>\
vfaithgateway

ONCOIGNOXO,

VIEW THIS EMAIL IN YOUR BROWSER P>

Copyright © 2024 HarperCollins Christian Publishing, All Rights Reserved.
501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214 USA
Terms and Conditions | Privacy Policy,
Manage your eMail preferences or unsubscribe

*Sale price ends on 3/31/24 at 11:59 PM. Limited quantities available. Sale pricing excludes ebooks and
audiobooks.

*FREE U.S. shipping for orders over $20 with code MARFS valid through 3/22/24 until 11:59pm CST, excluding Alaska
and Hawaii.

*eBook and audiobook purchases are fulfilled by our partner, Glose. Please note that:

e To access your eBooks, you can download the free Glose app or read instantly in your browser by creating a
Glose account using the same email address you use to purchase the eBooks.

¢ eBooks fulfilled through Glose cannot be printed, downloaded as PDF, or read in other digital readers (like
Kindle or Nook).

¢ For more information about how to access eBooks purchased on this site, click here for our FAQs.



https://link.faithgateway.com/view/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbknero.64jm/0565e746
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0ZhaXRoR2F0ZXdheT91dG1fc291cmNlPWRldm9zZGFpbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZGV2b3NkYWlseV8yMDI0MDMxNV9pY291bGRiZXdyb25nYnV0aWRvdWJ0aXQmdXRtX3Rlcm09MjAyNDAzMTUmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB1dfe9c4b
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXk_bGFuZz1lbiZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWRldm9zZGFpbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZGV2b3NkYWlseV8yMDI0MDMxNV9pY291bGRiZXdyb25nYnV0aWRvdWJ0aXQmdXRtX3Rlcm09MjAyNDAzMTUmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB15dbe28d
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1kZXZvc2RhaWx5XzIwMjQwMzE1X2ljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdCZ1dG1fdGVybT0yMDI0MDMxNSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1pY291bGRiZXdyb25nYnV0aWRvdWJ0aXQ/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB1863f08b
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGlrdG9rLmNvbS9AZmFpdGhnYXRld2F5P2xhbmc9ZW4mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1kZXZvc2RhaWx5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRldm9zZGFpbHlfMjAyNDAzMTVfaWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0JnV0bV90ZXJtPTIwMjQwMzE1JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdA/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB43dbc09c
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGludGVyZXN0LmNvbS9mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkvX2NyZWF0ZWQvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1kZXZvc2RhaWx5XzIwMjQwMzE1X2ljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdCZ1dG1fdGVybT0yMDI0MDMxNSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1pY291bGRiZXdyb25nYnV0aWRvdWJ0aXQ/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbBcb148242
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXk_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1kZXZvc2RhaWx5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRldm9zZGFpbHlfMjAyNDAzMTVfaWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0JnV0bV90ZXJtPTIwMjQwMzE1JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdA/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbBc4419369
https://link.faithgateway.com/view/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbknero.64jm/0565e746
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGFycGVyY29sbGluc2NocmlzdGlhbi5jb20vdGVybXMvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZGV2b3NkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1kZXZvc2RhaWx5XzIwMjQwMzE1X2ljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdCZ1dG1fdGVybT0yMDI0MDMxNSZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1pY291bGRiZXdyb25nYnV0aWRvdWJ0aXQ/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbBc4d59973
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGFycGVyY29sbGluc2NocmlzdGlhbi5jb20vcHJpdmFjeS8_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1kZXZvc2RhaWx5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRldm9zZGFpbHlfMjAyNDAzMTVfaWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0JnV0bV90ZXJtPTIwMjQwMzE1JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdA/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB941a9b2e
https://link.faithgateway.com/oc/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbknero.64jm/fcfe558a
https://link.faithgateway.com/click/34684548.285826/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGFycGVyY29sbGluc2NocmlzdGlhbi5jb20vcC90YWcvZS1ib29rcy8_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1kZXZvc2RhaWx5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRldm9zZGFpbHlfMjAyNDAzMTVfaWNvdWxkYmV3cm9uZ2J1dGlkb3VidGl0JnV0bV90ZXJtPTIwMjQwMzE1JnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWljb3VsZGJld3JvbmdidXRpZG91YnRpdA/5eedb25ba6da625ba27e18dbB2a48b9d3







